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GREETINGS!
Work has begun over at 411, and they’re doing a 
great job. We decided on a few layout changes, 
which will allow for 2 extra offices to 
accommodate our hopefully-soon-to-arrive DV 
Coordinator and another Spanish speaking Social 
Worker. It looks like we will be able to move 
back sometime in September, probably just 
before training. Speaking of training…

TRAINING BEGINS OCTOBER 4
As you all know, we’re gearing up once again 
for our annual Advocate training! The new cycle 
begins on Thursday, October 4, and those we’ve 
interviewed so far are great (as usual)! There are 
some more flyers attached for you to post 
anywhere you see fit – please help spread the 
word!

LEGISLATIVE ACTION UPDATE
Governor Spitzer pushed a new piece of 
legislation that was passed by both houses, to 
take effect on August 3rd. The bill will allow 
victims of domestic violence that have an order 
of protection to break their lease. In the past, 
people who have been forced to move for safety 
reasons also fall victim to the financial and legal 
problems that accompany getting out of a lease 
early. We are very happy with this new law;
every step towards compassion and ease for 
victims of domestic violence is a step we love to 
take.

Another piece of legislation was just passed 
which allows courts to order an indicted 
defendant for a sex offense to be tested for the 
HIV virus. Previously, victims could only 
request such information at the time of a 

defendant’s conviction. The law’s main goal is to 
help the victim’s medical treatment. Although 
there is controversy surrounding this issue, it is a 
step in the right direction.

DNA - A TOP PRIORITY
The National Governor’s Association, which is 
an arm of the United States Department of 
Justice, has given a grant to five states, of which 
New York is one. DNA is a chief priority of the 
Governor’s Association this year, and they want 
the states to work together to create a national 
“best practice” policy for DNA. Our very own 
Susan Xenarios has been appointed to be a 
victim advocate for New York’s team. We look 
forward to their influence on the new and ever-
changing ways in which DNA is used and dealt 
with.

30th ANNIVERSARY BENEFIT
Don’t forget to save the date – our benefit is 
Thursday, November 29 at OK Harris Works of 
Art. It will be great fun, and it’s for a great 
cause! We are currently working on a website 
specific to the event which will have more 
information, so stay tuned!Erika Guzman has 
been named chair of the Silent Auction Sub-
Committee. She is currently accepting items for 
the silent auction and is looking for people to be 
on the sub-committee. If you would like to 
participate or have an item/idea for the auction, 
please call or email her at 212-523-4728 or 
eguzman@cvtc-slr.org
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ED ACTIVITY   
August 2007

Crime # Pts 
seen in 

ED

Had Advocate 
or Social 
Worker

Had SAFE

DV 14 11 N/A
Rape 21 15 19

TOTALS 35 26 N/A

ADVOCATE UP-TRAINING
September’s Up-Training has been moved from 
Thursday, September 20th to Wednesday, 
September 19th. We’ll meet here at the CVTC 
temporary office (1090 Amsterdam Ave., 13th

floor) at 6 pm. We haven’t done case review in a 
while, and that is what we shall do! Just come 
ready to talk with your peers about anything 
regarding advocacy – specific cases, general 
issues, funny anecdotes, problems, fears, etc. As 
usual, something edible (tasteable, chewable, 
swallowable, digestable, etc) will also be in 
attendance. Please RSVP to Michael White at 
mwhite@cvtc-slr.org

DEAR CVTC, 
It’s frustrating that survivors who have a DFSA 
kit done must decide right then whether to report 
or not – is there anything that can be done about 
this?

-Wondering

Dear Wondering,
What good timing! In September, we will be 
implementing a new protocol for DFSA kits so 
that survivors seen in the ED can have the kit 
held for up to 30 days. This will give survivors 
more time to make this difficult decision. All 
Advocates and SAFE Examiners will receive an
email of the new protocol when it is 
implemented.

CVTC
Call or e-mail your questions to cvtc@cvtc-
slr.org. Ask…and CVTC will answer.

ADVOCATE NEWS
Alice Lin , trained in 2005, will be attending 
graduate school at Harvard Business School in 
Cambridge this fall. Although she won’t be able 
to advocate for us from there, we’re excited for 
her steps forward in other areas – good luck!

SAFE NEWS  
Seleem and Caroline Choudhury, SAFE 
Examiners extraordinaire, have moved to 
Denver, CO, where Seleem has accepted a 
position as the director of an Emergency 
Department. Congratulations and good luck!

STAFF NEWS
Vacation, vacation, vacation! In August, CVTC 
staff has been to: Greece, Argentina, Budapest, 
the Bahamas, Minneapolis, California, Maine, 
Vermont, and of course, upstate New York. 
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BULLETIN BOARD

PARTICIPATE IN SAYSO PLANNING
The NYC Alliance Against Sexual Assault needs 
your voice at the table on September 12th to 
begin planning the 5th annual Sexual Assault 
Yearly Speak Out. SAYSO is an event featuring 
survivor stories and artistic performances that 
takes place during Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month in Union Square. Most attendees in 2007 
were walk-bys who stayed and average of an 
hour. Many knew a survivor, but did not know 
where services are or how to get them. The goal 
for 2008 is to educate about services and address 
the unequal access to care. If you would like to 
be on the planning committee, which meets once 
a month, contact Christine St. John at 212-229-
0345 ex. 307. www.nycagainstrape.org

* * * * * * 
PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT
On September 5th at 6pm, award winning 
photographer Lorena Ros hopes you will join her 
for a short presentation of her work and a 
reception that will be held in the main lobby 
conference room at the Alliance’s office.
Lorena’s current project, Once Upon a Time: 
Stories of Child Sex Abuse, is a collection of 
portraits of adult survivors of childhood sexual 
abuse that Ms. Ros began in Barcelona, her 
home. There she worked on the project in close 
collaboration with the local rape crisis program. 
The collection, while still a work in progress, 
was recently awarded second prize in Spain’s
National Fotopres Contest. Lorena is now 
continuing this work in New York City. On 
Wednesday, September 5th, Lorena looks 
forward to introducing herself and her project to 
local survivors and rape crisis professionals. This 
evening will be an opportunity for survivors and 
service providers to meet Lorena and learn more 
about her, her work, and opportunities to support 
and participate in this project. All are welcome.
27 Christopher Street, 6 pm. RSVP to 
tpollak@nycagainstrape.org
www.nycagainstrape.org

BIRTHDAY WISHES … to all our Advocates, 
SAFE Examiners and staff who were born in the 
month of September:

Alix Mansbach 9/1
Matt Grob 9/7
David Saphier 9/12
Nelly Sanchez 9/13
Gail Browne-Phillip 9/16
Nyja Greene 9/16
Monique Vanaman 9/22
Tatyana Leifman 9/25
Michael White 9/25
Margot Cohen 9/26
Meredith Shouse 9/27

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!

Thought for the Month

Climb the mountains and get their good 
tidings.
Nature’s peace will flow into you as 
sunshine flows into trees.
The winds will blow their own freshness 
into you…
while cares will drop off like autumn 
leaves.

-John Muir
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Crime Victims Treatment Center Staff
Susan Xenarios, LCSW, Director
Andrea Dixon, LCSW
Bibiana Geller, LMSW
Kay Johnson, LCSW
Amie Karp, MSW
Louise Kindley, LCSW
Kerry Stout, LMSW, Sexual Assault Coordinator
Rommell Washington, LCSW

Sally Clayton, Complementary Therapist
Erika Guzman, Center Manager
Michael White, Volunteer Coordinator

Elizabeth Kenney, Legal Advocate
Lorraine Giordano, MD, SAFE Medical Director
Anne Skomorowsky, MD, Psychiatric Supervisor
Robert Milton, MD, Psychiatric Resident

Crime Victims Treatment Center Funders
New York City Council
New York State Crime Victims Board
New York State Department of Criminal Justice Services
New York State Department of Health
New York State Legislature
Scaife Family Foundation
St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital Center
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