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HI!
Training, moving and benefit are all coming 
soon… what a busy fall indeed!

WELCOME STUDENTS!
We have been pacing the halls and biting our 
fingernails in anticipation of a wonderful new 
reality: Four student interns! Introducing… 
Jordan Neter and Katrina Vue  from Columbia 
University, Roni Patterson from Teacher’s 
College and Sasha Siegel from NYU. They’ve 
been here about two weeks, and we’re already 
impressed – a great bunch. Their favorite foods 
are tacos, burgers and fries, conch (in all forms), 
chicken picatta with linguine, chocolate chip 
cookies, fettuccine alfredo and yellow chicken 
curry – in no specific order. Food aside, we’re 
looking forward to a great year.

ADVOCATE TRAINING
Thursday, October 4th 2007: The day the new 
Advocates will look back upon as… the 
beginning! The pre-training interviews have 
proved once again that there are lots of 
wonderful people in this fine city of ours. It’s 
always inspiring to meet people interested in 
Advocacy, and to hear their reasons for joining 
the program. 

30TH ANNIVERSARY BENEFIT
You’ve probably gotten the save the date cards 
in the mail, but here is another reminder for our 
30th  Anniversary Benefit. Be sure to mark 
November 29th on your calendar for an evening 
of excitement and fundraising! If you have any 
ideas or items for the silent auction, call Erika 
Guzman at 212-523-4728. We can’t wait to see 
you there! You can also give us a call if you 
want extra cards to send friends, relatives, etc.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE UPDATE
Barbara Schnoor, SAFE Examiner 
extraordinaire, testified twice this past month. In 
one, the defendant was convicted on all charges! 
This was a tough case that went on for a long 
time (2+ years). In the other, the judge and 
defense attorney were extremely tough, so we 
were extra happy to hear that he was convicted 
as well.
Ethan Bodle, who became independent in May, 
is testifying before a Grand Jury on a recent case. 
The Manhattan DA’s office has increasingly 
used our SAFE Examiners at Grand Jury with 
very successful outcomes. Ethan will also be 
speaking at this year’s Advocate training.

DEAR CVTC, 
How soon do you need the Advocate report form 
after I’ve been called in?

-Forgetful
Dear Forgetful,
We need your report as soon as possible but no 
later than 24 hours after you’ve seen the patient. 
If this is a problem, please call the office so we 
can get the information we need. Remember, 
there is a fax machine in our room at St. Luke’s, 
so you can send it to us from there.

CVTC
Call or e-mail your questions to cvtc@cvtc-
slr.org. Ask…and CVTC will answer.

ED ACTIVITY   
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There were a surprisingly low number of DV 
cases that came through the ED in September, 
but that’s no reason for October’s coverage to be 
low as well – fill in those gaps!

September 2007
Crime # Pts 

seen in 
ED

Had Advocate 
or Social 
Worker

Had SAFE

DV 5 3 N/A
Rape 18 13 15

TOTALS 23 16 N/A

ADVOCATE NEWS
Be sure to check out Anna Hindell ’s new 
website at www.annahindell.com. Anna was 
trained in 1999, and has since become one of our 
Mentors for new Advocates. In addition to being 
a superb Advocate and important part of the 
program, she is a yoga instructor, which you can 
find out about at the site!
Everyone be sure to send the best of luck to Jody 
Polevoy, trained in 2006, for getting accepted to 
Hunter College’s Social Work program – she 
just started classes and loves it.
We’d also like to extend a big THANK YOU to 
Jacqui Cox, trained in 2005, and Susan 
Volchok, one of our Mentors, for their 
contributions of incredibly comfortable and 
much needed couches. 
AND… one of our fearless Advocates has been 
hired as the St. Luke’s ED Social Worker! 
Congratulations to Alix Mansbach, trained in 
2005. We’re excited to see more of Alix and her 
stellar reports, but sad that she won’t be able to 
have Milo (her dog) on hand at work for her 
CVTC office visits.

STAFF NEWS
Susan Xenarios, Louise Kindley and Sally 
Clayton will be attending the NYS Crime 
Victims Board 2007 Statewide Conference in 
Albany from October 1-3. Louise and Sally will 
be running a workshop entitled “Uniting Mind, 
Body and Spirit: An Approach to Trauma-
Focused Psychotherapy and Alternative 
Healing.”
Erika Guzman went to a meeting held by the 
North Central Bronx Hospital Sexual Assault 
Treatment Program. Dominic Carter, who will be 
the emcee for our benefit, was the guest speaker. 

He spoke of his new book, No Momma’s Boy, 
which is a memoir about his life - dealing with 
his mother’s mental illness and his experiences 
with childhood sexual and emotional abuse. It 
was certainly exciting for Erika, and in turn the 
rest of CVTC, because Dominic proved to be a 
great speaker and an inspiring personality.

CORRECTION  
In last month’s issue, it was published that the 
legislation which requires an indicted defendant 
to undergo HIV testing is “a step in the right 
direction” and that “there is a lot of controversy 
surrounding this issue.” There is certainly a lot 
of controversy surrounding this issue – we at 
CVTC do NOT think that this particular step is 
in the right direction. If someone may have been 
exposed to the HIV virus, they need to take the 
prophylaxis immediately, period. If the suspect is 
not arrested in a timely fashion, the survivor can 
miss the short window of time when the 
prophylaxis works. In addition, there are false 
negatives with HIV testing. Giving the survivor 
the option to wait for results puts them in a 
position of making a decision that they are not 
necessarily equipped to handle at the time, as 
well as giving them false hope. This is a feel-
good piece of legislation that is not in sync with 
good medical practice.
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BULLETIN BOARD

FAMILY PLANNING ADVOCATES 
HIRING
Program Associate - Family Planning Advocates 
of New York State seeks an individual with 
outstanding communications and organizational 
skills to coordinate board, development, 
volunteer and membership activities for busy 
advocacy office. Commitment to women's health 
care is essential. Bachelor's degree and a 
minimum of 2-3 years work experience 
preferred. Please send resume and letter of 
interest to Family Planning Advocates at 17 Elk 
St., Albany, NY 12207 orinfo@fpaofnys.org by 
October 15.

BIRTHDAY WISHES … to all our Advocates, 
SAFE Examiners and staff who were born in the 
month of October:

Ariela Heilman 10/3
Lesha Shah 10/7
Margaret Desiderio 10/8
Carmen Vega 10/9
Laini G 10/18
Amie Karp 10/21
Shari Weisburd 10/21
Gabriela Leach 10/27
Louise Kindley 10/28
Camilla Nas 10/29
Lauren Perez 10/30

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!

Thought for the Month

“I shut my eyes in order to see.”

-Paul Gaugin
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Crime Victims Treatment Center Staff
Susan Xenarios, LCSW, Director
Andrea Dixon, LCSW
Bibiana Geller, LMSW
Kay Johnson, LCSW
Amie Karp, MSW
Louise Kindley, LCSW
Kerry Stout, LMSW, Sexual Assault Coordinator
Rommell Washington, LCSW

Sally Clayton, Complementary Therapist
Erika Guzman, Center Manager
Michael White, Volunteer Coordinator

Elizabeth Kenney, Legal Advocate
Lorraine Giordano, MD, SAFE Medical Director
Anne Skomorowsky, MD, Psychiatric Supervisor
Robert Milton, MD, Psychiatric Resident

Jordan Neter, Student Intern
Roni Patterson, Student Intern
Sasha Siegel, Student Intern
Katrina Vue, Student Intern

Crime Victims Treatment Center Funders
New York City Council
New York State Crime Victims Board
New York State Department of Criminal Justice Services
New York State Department of Health
New York State Legislature
Scaife Family Foundation
St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital Center

In this Issue…

�¾Student Interns Arrive
�¾Annual Training Begins
�¾Benefit Reminder – 11/29/07
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