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Happy New Year!
With the onset of a new year, we must all think 
very hard and remember something that many 
of us tend to overlook at this important time: 
stop writing 2007 on things. Your checks, letters, 
journal entries, etc. must all be written with an 
extra level of consciousness devoted to our brand 
new year – the glorious, the now – the 2008.

Advocate Continuing Education
Firstly, we have officially changed the name of 
our every-other-monthly sessions with 
Advocates from “Up-Training” to the simpler, 
more to the point and universal “Continuing 
Education.” We are pleased to announce that our 
long awaited DV Workshop will take place on 
Thursday, January 17th, from 6-8:30 pm. This is 
an important session because it will train our 
older Advocates who haven’t been trained in DV, 
as well as give everyone else a brush up. Lisa 
Haileselassie , our DV Coordinator, will be 
joining us, as well as a DVPO, a survivor, other 
special guests, and food. Please RSVP to 
Michael White  at 212-523-4494 or 
mwhite@cvtc-slr.org. Make sure to check your 
email as we get closer to the event, as we may or 
may not have moved back into the old office by 
then (we will definitely be uptown at either 1090 
Amsterdam or 411 West 114th). Be sure to check 
the website for the rest of 2008’s schedule!

CVTC’s Post-Holiday Party
Just when you thought the holidays were over, 
CVTC declares that they are not! On Friday, 
February 8th, CVTC’s Annual Post-Holiday Party 
shall distract you from the cold of winter. 
Advocates, SAFE Examiners, and friends of the 
program: mark your calendars now and join us 
on the 8th! As usual the Post-Holiday Party will 
take place at Susan Xenarios’s  home. 
Invitations will be in the mail, so keep an eye 
out!

ED Activity
Although a few sexual assault survivors didn’t 
have an Advocate or Social Worker, the schedule 
is looking good right now, so keep it up!

December 2007
Crime # Pts 

seen in 
ED

Had 
Advocate or 

Social 
Worker

Had SAFE

DV 9 9 N/A
Rape 9 5 7

TOTALS 18 14 N/A

Advocate Certification/ Awards Ceremony
Here’s yet another date for you to save: 
Thursday, March 27. Advocates trained in 2006
who have met their requirements will be 
certified in what is always an inspiring evening.  
Advocates: you can expect an email soon from 
Michael with your eligibility status. Everyone is 
invited!

Seeking Safety Group
CVTC is currently recruiting for: Seeking Safety 
Group for Women  seeking to recover from 
trauma and its impact in their life. This group is 
designed to provide an opportunity for women to 
address traumatic experiences (physical/sexual 
abuse, intimate partner violence, assault, and/or 
combat/street violence) and the impact it has 
had on their lives. The group takes place on 
Mondays from 5:30-7 pm, and starts on January 
21st. For more information or to schedule a 
pregroup interview, contact Kerry Stout  at 
212-523-4727 or Kay Johnson  at 212-523-
4426.



DEAR CVTC, 
I was hoping to attend November’s Continuing 
Education, but it was cancelled. I’m worried I 
won’t meet my certification requirements as a 
result (I was trained in 2006). What should I do?

-Uncertified

Dear Uncertified,
It’s not your fault we had to cancel a session! If 
you can make either of the next two, it will still 
count towards your certification in March.

CVTC
Call or e-mail your questions to:
cvtc@cvtc-slr.org      Ask…and CVTC will answer.

Advocate News
Laura Dimon , trained in 2005, is spending 
next semester in West Africa! We wish her the 
best and anxiously await her return. 
Suzy Parker , trained in 2006, got the job she 
wanted at North Central Bronx Hospital, in 
Inpatient Psych.  We, as her, are delighted.
It’s always sad to see them go, but we must say 
goodbye to Heather McMahon , trained in 
2005. Some of you might remember her from 
2007’s Advocate Panel on the opening night of 
training. Heather is moving to Washington D.C.
for a job, then on to the Peace Corps in August. 
Good luck!

Safe News
We’d like to congratulate three people on 
achieving independent status. Sarah Lannum , 
Lucy Willis , and Turandot Saul  have all 
completed their training, so look out for their 
names on the schedule. We can also welcome 
Erica Covello  to the program, who has recently 
begun her training. We look forward to working 
with all of them.

Staff News
Our very own director, Susan Xenarios , was 
featured in the Public Lives section of The New 
York Times on December 28th. CVTC has been 
flooded with calls and emails of inspiration and 
congratulation since the story ran, so we can also 
take this opportunity to join the fanfare: Way to 
go, Susan! We are so very proud of everything 
you’ve accomplished in your life. The program 
you have created is a place that we, as staff, 
appreciate just as much as the clients who come 
here to heal. If it were up to us, you’d be on the 
cover!

Bulletin Board
2 Upcoming Other-Program Advocate 
Trainings:
Both North Central Bronx Hospital and New 
York Cornell Hospital have Advocate training 
coming up. If you are interested in advocacy, and 
live near one of the two, give them a call! North 
Central Bronx Hospital is located between Van 
Cortlandt Park and Bronx Park, in zipcode 
10467. Their training begins on January 16 –
contact Rutie Havazelet at 718-519-4788 for 
more information. New York Cornell Hospital is 
located on East 68th street, near FDR Drive in 
zipcode 10065. Their training begins on January 
26th - contact Cary Bosak at 212-746-4458 for 
more information. 

Free Classes for Family Members of 
People with Mental Health Conditions
NAMI-NYC Metro is offering its 12 week Family-
To-Family Education Program for families of 
persons diagnosed with serious mental illness. 
For more information or to register, please call 
212-684-3264.



Birthday Wishes… to all our Advocates, SAFE 
Examiners and staff who were born in the month 
of January:

Steve Sabella 1/2
Francine Vlantes 1/3
Denise Taylor 1/3
Jennifer Woo 1/6
Debi Fry 1/7
Shalu Rozario 1/9
Marjorie O’Connor 1/17
Shae Cali 1/22
Glennys Villar 1/22
Jody Polevoy 1/25
Timothy Marmo 1/31

Thought for the Year:

Legends say that hummingbirds float 
free of time carrying our hopes for 
love, joy and celebration. Like a 
hummingbird, we aspire to hover and 
savor each moment as it passes, 
embrace all that life has to offer and 
to celebrate the joy of everyday. The 
hummingbird’s delicate grace reminds us 
that life is rich, beauty is everywhere, 
every personal connection has meaning 
and that laughter is life’s sweetest 
creation.

-Unknown
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Crime Victims Treatment Center Staff
Susan Xenarios, LCSW, Director
Andrea Dixon , LCSW
Bibiana Geller , LMSW
Lisa Haileselassie, LMSW, DV Coordinator
Kay Johnson, LCSW
Amie Karp , LMSW
Louise Kindley, LCSW
Zoe Landers, LMSW
Kerry Stout , LCSW, Sexual Assault Coordinator
Rommell Washington , LCSW

Sally Clayton , Complementary Therapist
Erika Guzman , Center Manager
Michael White , Volunteer Coordinator

Elizabeth Kenney, Legal Advocate
Lorraine Giordano , MD SAFE Medical Director
Barbara Schnoor , RN, CNM, SAFE Clinical 
Manager
Anne Skomorowsky, MD, Psychiatric Supervisor
Robert Milton , MD, Psychiatric Resident

Jordan Neter , Student Intern
Roni Patterson, Student Intern
Sasha Siegel, Student Intern
Katrina Vue , Student Intern

Crime Victims Treatment Center Funders
New York City Council
New York State Crime Victims Board
New York State Department of Criminal Justice 
Services
New York State Department of Health
New York State Legislature
Scaife Family Foundation
St. Luke’s – Roosevelt Hospital


