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Hello!

As the countdown from fourteen-hundred and
sixty winds down to the last few days, the
guadrennially occurring, elusive and beautiful
February 29t is finally upon us. We won't let
that distract us from the task at hand, though,
which is moving back. Historically, our
announcements of the possibility of moving have
been met with us not moving. Therefore, we
shall refrain from mentioning that we wish,

hope, expect, were told, etc. to move soon. That
said... Here’s looking to some good news to share
next time!

Legislative Action Update
Two important days in Albany are coming up:

Domestic Violence Legislative Awareness

Day:

The NYS Coalition Against Domestic Violence is
sponsoring a Legislative Day in Albany on
Tuesday, March 11 . The Downstate Coalition
and Safe Horizon will be coordinating a bus from
NYC to attend the event in Albany and then
splinter off to visit our local legislators and speak
about important legislation which will be
presented. Domestic violence survivors,
Advocates, service providers and concerned
community are all invited to join us. This is a
great experience to see how our government
works, and to come together with others from
across our state and speak loud and clear with
one voice!!l One of the bills we will be
advocating for is Fair Access to Family Court
which will expand the Family Court services and
jurisdiction to those relationships who are

not married, related by blood or have children in
common. We are the ONLY state in the U.S.
which maintains these restrictions to family
court and we are ready to CHANGE this.

Crime Victims Treatment Center

Crime
Victims
Treatment
Center

Where hope and respect come together

PROGRAM NEWS
February, 2008

Sexual Assault Legislative Day:

The NYS Coalition against Sexual Assault is
sponsoring their annual NYS Legislative Day on
Wednesday, March 19 ™ in Albany. The NYC
Alliance Against Sexual Assault will sponsor a
bus for that day. There will be a morning
program featuring speakers and testimonies for
the need of more sexual assault services in NYS
and support for lifting the statute of limitations

in civil court for sexual assault and childhood
sexual abuse. In the afternoon we will visit
legislators in assigned teams. We encourage
survivors and Advocates to attend.

Historically, both Legislative Days have made a
HUGE difference in the way our government has
responded to the needs and rights of victims of
sexual and domestic and intimate partner
violence. We can make a difference again when
we come together from every corner of NYS and
tell our legislators our stories, experiences and
convictions for justice and services for victims.
Look for future emails of registration forms for
these days and for a VOCA (Victims of Crime
Act) Alert!!!

City Council Needs to Hear Your Voice

The NYC Alliance Against Sexual Assault is
organizing a cadre of staff, Advocates and
community members to talk to local council
members about the possibility of the NY City
Council financially supporting rape crisis
programs. This is important, as the city has not
traditionally provided any funding for its rape
crisis programs. Daytime meetings and lobbying
will be a part of this initiative. Send Michael
White an email at mwhite@cvtc-slir.org if you're
interested.
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Locks Changed at St. Luke’s

The locks on the closets in the SAFE room at St.
Luke’s have all been changed. Instead of 3
different keys for the 3 different closets, they
now all open with one key (with better locks that
don’t jam!) As usual, you still go to the charge
nurse, who will get the keys from PIXYS for you.
We're also going to be changing the lock to the
room itself to digital keypad entry, allowing for
easier access.

ED Activity

January 2008

Crime # Pts Had
seen in Advocate or
ED Social

Worker

Had SAFE

DV 14 12

Rape 7 4

Advocate News

Elizabeth Buening's soccer team,The
Mudslingers , won an award for best team name.
Each team picks a charity they are playing for,
which makes us the proud recipients of a
donation check from Elizabeth and The
Mudslingers! Thank you!

Steve Sabella was a great help — he and
Michael spent a morning moving file cabinets
and refiling charts over at 411, an invaluable
service. Thanks Steve!

Staff News

Our student intern-run groups began in January,
and both are off to a great start. We're sure
they’ll continue in this fashion — good luck!

TOTALS 21 16

Advocate Continuing Education

Check our website for the rest of 2008’s dates.
There are a lot of exciting sessions coming up,
including a self-defense workshop this summer,

a presentation on sex offenders, and a training
on interacting with developmentally disabled
people.

www.cvtc-slr.org/advocates.html

DEAR CVTC,
| can’t find my Advocate Manual — do you have
any extras?

-Misplacer

Dear Miss Placer,
Of course! If you lost it, or if you'd simply like a
new one, come by and pick one up from
Michael . We've consolidated the material, and
printed it double-sided, so they are much less
bulky than they used to be.

CVvTC
Call or e-mail your questions to:
cvtc@cvtc-slr.org

Ask...and CVTC will answer.

Bulletin Board

Film and Discussion:
Documentary

This feature length documentary explores the
international reality of rape and other forms of sexual
assault through the intimate first person testimonies
from Black women victim-survivors, commentaries
from acclaimed African-American scholars and
community leaders, archival footage, spirited music,
transformational dance, and performance poetry.
Produced and directed by incest and rape survivor
Aishah Shahidah Simmons over a period of eleven
years, seven of which were full time, NO! is a Black
feminist educational organizing tool, which is being
used in the global movement to end violence against
women and children. Winner of an audience choice
award and a juried award at the San Diego Women
Film Festival, NO! also explores how rape is used as a
weapon of homophobia.

Aishah Shahidah Simmons is an award-winning
African-American feminist lesbian independent
documentary filmmaker, television and radio
producer, published writer, international lecturer,
and activist based in Philadelphia, PA.

NO! — The Rape

Thursday, February 7 - 7:30 pm — Brecht Forum
Film and discussion with Filmmaker Aishah
Shahidah Simmons

Sliding scale $6/$10/$15

51 West Street (between Bank & Bethune Streets)
New York, NY 10014

Phone: (212) 242-4201

Email: brechtforum@brechtforum.org




Birthday Wishes...  to all our Advocates, SAFE Thought for the Month:
Examiners and staff who were born in the month
of February:

Efforts and courage are not enough
Shireen Saxena 2/2 without purpose and direction.
Maria Tsepilovan 2/6
Yaniv Amiel 2/8
Kerry Stout 2/10 -John F. Kennedy
Pat Carey 2117
Rebecca Owens 2/19
Sara Armstrong 2/22
Danette Wilson-Gonzalez ~ 2/22
Susan Volchok 2/25
Debbie Benito 2/28
Happy Leap Year! 2/29

12

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! HAPPY BIRTHDAY!




Crime Victims Treatment Center Staff
Susan Xenarios, LCSW, Director

Andrea Dixon, LCSW

Bibiana Geller, LMSW

Lisa Haileselassie, LMSW, DV Coordinator
Kay Johnson, LCSW

Amie Karp, LMSW

Louise Kindley, LCSW

Zoe Landers, LMSW

Kerry Stout , LCSW, Sexual Assault Coordinator
Rommell Washington , LCSW

Sally Clayton, Complementary Therapist
Erika Guzman, Center Manager
Michael White , Volunteer Coordinator

Elizabeth Kenney, Legal Advocate

Lorraine Giordano , MD SAFE Medical Director
Barbara Schnoor, RN, CNM, SAFE Clinical
Manager

Anne Skomorowsky, MD, Psychiatric Supervisor
Robert Milton , MD, Psychiatric Resident

Jordan Neter, Student Intern
Roni Patterson, Student Intern
Sasha Siege] Student Intern

Katrina Vue , Student Intern

Crime Victims Treatment Center Funders

New York City Council

New York State Crime Victims Board

New York State Department of Criminal Justice
Services

New York State Department of Health

New York State Legislature

Scaife Family Foundation

St. Luke’s — Roosevelt Hospital
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